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ROYSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT  FOR  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Royston  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services  of  the 
Royston  Urban  District  for  the  year  1949. 

Generally  speaking  the  health  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

The  Death  Rate  was  9.4  per  1,000  estimated  population  compared 
with  a  rate  of  9.1  in  1948. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  19.6  per  1,000  population  and  shows  an 
increase  compared  with  1948  w'hen  the  rate  was  17.5.  In  1947  the  rate 
was  20.6. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  38  per  1,000  registered  live  births 
compared  with  a  rate  of  43  in  1948  and  55  in  1947. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  the  Report  is  that  there  were  no  deaths 


during  the  year  from  Gastro-Enteritis 
deaths. 

and  there  were 

no 

maternal 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  in  Acres 

1,452 

Population 

8,110 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 

2,300 

Rateable  Value 

£27,890 

Product  of  a  penny  rate 

£104 

( 1 )  Deaths. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  causes  of  Death  and  is 

amended 

for  inward  and  outward  transfers :  — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 
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Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  ...  o 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  o 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Acute  Polio-Myel.  and  Polio-Enceph.  ...  o 

Acute  Inf.  Enceph.  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  &  Oseph  (M),  Uterus  (F)  o 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  ...  i 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  12 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  3 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  o 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  o 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abort.  Sepsis  ...  ...  o 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  o 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Diseases  ...  o 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  Violent  Causes  ...  ...  ...  5 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Totals  ...  47 
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Births. 

During  1949,  84  Male  Births  and  75  Female  Births,  making  a 
total  of  159  births,  were  registered.  Of  this  total  4  male  and  1  female 
births  were  illegitimate.  In  1948  a  total  of  139  births  were  registered. 

Still  Births. 

There  were  no  Still  Births  during  1949. 


Infantile  Mortality.  (Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  Live  Births). 

During  1949  a  total  of  6  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  occurred, 
consisting  of  2  male  and  4  female  deaths.  The  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  was  38  per  1,000  registered  live  births.  In  1948  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  43  per  1,000  registered  live  births.  All  the  deaths 
were  legitimate  infants. 


Causes  of  Death  : — 

Pneumonia 
Shock  and  Burns 
Tubercular  Meningitis  ... 

Cardiac  Vascular  Failure,  Congenital 
Heart  Disease  &  Chronic  Pneumonia 

There  were  no  Premature  Births  during  the  year, 
was  1. 


3 

1 

1 

1 

In  1948  there 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  report  is  submitted  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Clark,  the 
Surveyor : — 

Supply. 

The  Township  continues  to  receive  water  in  bulk  from  the 
Corporation  of  Barnsley  via  the  Council’s  service  reservoir  at  Carlton. 
A  sufficient  supply  to  the  reservoir  has  been  maintained,  and  no 
complaints  attributable  to  supply  or  distribution  have  been  received. 

Extensions. 

Extension  to  the  main  has  been  carried  out  to  supply  houses  being 
erected  in  Feamville  Grove. 
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Water  Shortage. 

The  stocks  in  the  Barnsley  Corporation  reservoirs  became 
dangerously  low  during  the  year,  and  to  effect  a  reduction  in 
consumption,  compulsory  restrictions  were  imposed  for  a  short  period 
during  October. 


Consumption. 

The  consumption  during  the  year  has  increased  by  0.07  gallon  per 
head  of  population  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  consumption 
in  gallons  over  the  past  nine  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table:  — 


Year 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


Total  Annual 
Consumption 

42,680,000 
42,018,000 
39,171,000 
41,488.000 
47,154,000 
46,1 13,000 
46,241,000 
48,637,000 
49,582,000 
*  Compulsory  Restrictions  Imposed. 


Average  Daily 
Consumption  per 
Head  of  Population. 

I6.O7 

15.17 
I4.45 
14.88 
I7.OI 
16.77 
1 6-37* 
17.08 
I7.I5# 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  extension  to  the  sewerage  disposal  system  has  taken  place 
during  the  year.  The  disposal  works  continue  to  operate  effectively, 
and  a  satisfactory  effluent  has  been  maintained. 

Sewerage  sludge  continues  to  be  supplied  to  farmers  and 
gardeners,  and  there  is  no  accumulation  at  the  works. 


ROYSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1949. 


Royston 

Urban 

District. 

Aggre¬ 

gate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admins. 

County. 

England 
and  Wales 
(Provi¬ 
sional 
Figures). 

Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) 

19.6 

16.8 

17.2 

16.7 

Death  Rate 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 
All  causes 

9.4 

12.5 

12.1 

11.7 

*Zymotic  Diseases 

(seven  principal)  . .  . 

.08 

.08 

§ 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

.12 

.32 

.32 

.40 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis .  . 

.25 

.05 

.05 

.05 

•[Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tub¬ 
erculosis  of  Respiratory  System)  . . 

.99 

1.48 

1.44 

§ 

Cancer. . 

2.47 

1.88 

1.81 

1.87 

^Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

2.59 

4.36 

4.19 

§ 

Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  Live 
Births) 

38 

37 

38 

32 

Diarrhoea 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  2  years  of 
age  per  1,000  Live  Births). . 

3.01 

3.27 

3 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Mothers  in  Child-Birth 
per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births)  . . 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

.15 

.15 

.22 

Other  Causes 

_ 

.60 

.68 

.76 

Totals 

— 

.75 

.83 

.98 

*  Combined  Death  Rate  from  Small  Pox  (if  any),  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  also  Diarrhoea  in  Infants  under 
2  years  of  age. 

t  Combined  Death  Rate  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory 
Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System, 
f  Combined  Death  Rate  from  Heart  Diseases  and  other  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System. 

§  Figures  not  available. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  1949  :  — 
Scarlet  Fever. 

10  cases  were  notified  and  all  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  In 
1948  there  were  32  cases. 

Pneumonia. 

1  Case  of  Pneumonia  was  notified  and  1  Case  in  1948. 

Whooping  Cough. 

22  Cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
none  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  There  were  5  Cases  in  1948. 

Food  Poisoning. 

2  Cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified. 

Poliomyelitis. 

1  Case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  and  1  in  1948. 

Measles. 

There  were  16  cases  during  1949  compared  with  221  in  1948. 

Erysipelas. 

1  Case  was  notified.  No  cases  were  notified  in  1948. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  and  the  patient  died  in 
Hospital.  There  were  no  cases  in  1948. 


EPIDEMIOLOGY. 


Notifiable  disease 
other  than  T.B. 

No. 

Notified 

No.  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

10 

— 

Pneumonia 

I 

I 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

I 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

l6 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

I 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  distribution  of  cases  of 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  notified  during  the  year. 
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(2) 


(3) 


(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Staff;  Miss  Cartledge — Tuberculosis  Visitor. 

No.  of  cases  on  the  register  at  ist  January,  1949:  — 
Pulmonary.  N  on-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

11  10  2  2  25 

No.  of  cases  on  the  register  at  December  3  ist,  1949 :  — 
Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

17  9  2  4  32 

No.  of  new  notifications  received  during  the  year:  — 
Pulmonary.  N  on-Pulmonary.  Total. 

628 

(6  in  1948) 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  the  register  during 

1949  .  4 

No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  1949  4 

No.  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1949  :  — 

Pulmonary.  N  on-Pulmonary.  Total. 

1  2  3 

(4  in  1948) 


No.  of  cases  added 

to  register 

other  than  by 

notification 

.  3 

Distribution  of  notifications  (age, 

sex  and  occupation) :  — 

Age. 

Sex. 

Occupation. 

29 

M 

Seaman 

37 

M 

Brass  Foundry  Worker 

53 

M 

Miner 

20 

F 

Clothing  Factory  Worker 

42 

M 

Labourer 

9 

M 

Scholar 

59 

F 

Not  known 

13 

M 

Scholar 

Summary  of  defects  found  at  the  School  Medical  Inspections : 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Staff :  Miss  K.  Power. 


School  Medical  Inspections. 

School  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  by  Dr.  S.  G.  A. 
Henriques  at  the  following  schools :  — 

Royston  C.  of  E.  J.M.  and  I.  School. 

Royston  County  Infants’  School. 

Royston  County  J.M.  School. 

School  Clinics. 


Wesleyan  Sunday 
School,  High  St., 
Royston. 

Dr.  A.  Reeves. 
Miss  K.  Power. 


Each  Friday  in 
the  school  year, 
io  a.m.  to  12 
noon. 


No.  of  indi¬ 
vidual  atten¬ 
dances  in  1949. 

140 


Total 

attendances. 


327 


Specialist  Clinics 

1.  Oculist  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  in  1949  ...  ...  ...  62 

No.  for  whom  glasses  were  prescribed  ...  ...  32 

2.  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

No.  of  individual  children  examined  ...  ...  15 

3.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Aural  Surgeon  ...  18 


4.  Paediatric  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Child  Health  Officer  9 

5.  Chest  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Consultant  T.B. 

Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

6.  Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  the  Psychologist  ...  5 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Staff :  Domiciliary  Midwives — Nurses  Maclean  and  Ward. 


Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Wesleyan  Sunday 
School,  High  St., 
Royston. 

Dr.  Gothard. 

Miss  K.  Power. 


Day  and  times 
of  sessions. 

Wednesday, 
10-12,  2-4  p.m. 


No.  of  children 
who  attended 
during  the  year. 

444 


Ttl.  attendances 
Under  1  year. 
3,5^6 

Over  1  year. 
2,511 


Number  of  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  each  week — 1. 


Ante  Natal  Clinics. 


Wesleyan  Sunday 
School,  High  St., 
Royston. 

Dr.  Jones. 

Miss  K.  Power. 


Day  and  time 
of  sessions. 

Tuesday, 
2-4  p.m. 


No.  of  women 
who  attended 
during  the  year. 


Total  No.  of  at¬ 
tendances  made 
by  women 
during  the  year. 
612 


151 

Post  Natal  attendances  during  the  year — 11. 


HOME  NURSING. 

Staff:  Nurse  E.  A.  Walker.  Relief:  Mrs.  K.  M.  Ward. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  undertaken  in  1949  for  the 

area  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  patients  during  1949  was  4413 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County 
Medical  Offices.  Wood  Street,  Wakefield. 


Hospital — Isolation. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  Kendray  Hospital. 

Hospital — General. 

The  Beckett  and  St.  Helen  Hospitals,  Barnsley,  the  Jessop 
Hospital,  Royal  Hospital  and  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  and  the 
County  General,  Wakefield,  supply  the  needs  of  the  area. 
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MATERNITY  HOME  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  majority  of  patients  are  admitted  to  the  St.  Helen  Maternity 
Home.  Before  July  5th  accommodation  was  available  at  several 
County  Maternity  Homes.  Accommodation  must  now  be  found  within 
the  Sheffield  Region,  and  patients  from  Cudworth,  who  previously  went 
to  Walton  Hall  and  the  County  General  may  not  do  so  now  as  both 
these  homes  are  in  the  Leeds  Region. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Helps  during  the  year 


was  as  follows  :  — 

a. 

Illness 

5 

b. 

Expectant  mothers 

— 

c. 

Lying-in  period 

1 1 

d. 

Mental  Defects  ... 

— 

e. 

Aged 

2 

f. 

Child  not  over  compulsory  school  age  ... 

— 

CONCLUSION. 

This  will  be  my  last  report  to  you  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
As  you  know,  I  was  the  first  whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
appointed  for  the  area,  and  have  combined  my  duties  with  those  of 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  West  Riding  County  Council.  During 
the  past  three  years,  a  scheme  of  divisional  administration  for  the 
Preventive  Medical  Services  has  been  introduced  in  the  area.  Generally 
speaking,  I  think  the  scheme  has  worked  well. 

Its  success  has  been  due  in  large  measure  to  the  close  co-operation 
which  has  been  given  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  to  the  courtesy,  kindness  and  consideration  which  I  have  at  all 
times  received  from  from  the  Local  Councillors  and  Officials,  and 
finally,  to  the  loyalty  and  support  which  I  have  received  from  my  staff. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  REEVES, 

Medical  Office r  of  Health. 
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ROYSTON  (YORKS)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Roys  ton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  showing  the  work  done 
in  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 

As  on  previous  occasions,  that  portion  of  the  Report  dealing  with 
the  Public  Cleansing  Service  refers  to  the  Financial  Year  ended  31st 
March,  1950. 

Although  there  was  some  easing  of  the  labour  and  materials 
shortages  during  the  year,  continuing  control  of  building  materials 
remained  a  handicap.  Nevertheless,  it  was  possible  for  an  appreciable 
amount  of  work  to  be  carried  out.  The  amount  of  work  requiring  to 
be  done  continues  to  increase,  and,  until  accumulated  arrears  have  been 
cleared,  this  can  only  increase.  In  the  normal  passage  of  time,  more 
work  will  also  become  necessary.  Properties  of  even  moderate  age  are 
reaching  the  stage  when  considerable  amounts  of  expenditure  are 
required  to  maintain  them  at  an  even  reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 
In  this  connection,  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  presence  of 
coal  mines,  burning  slag  heaps  and  coke  and  chemical  plants  on  all 
boundaries  of  the  District  result  in  appreciable  amounts  of  chemicals 
in  the  atmosphere  which  can  only  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  fabric 
of  houses. 

VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

As  in  previous  years,  this  matter  continues  to  receive  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  attention. 

The  following  properties  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  :  — 


Type  of  House. 

Infested. 

Treated. 

Council  Houses 

17 

17 

Other  Houses 

86 

86 

Houses  found  to  be  verminous  were  treated  according  to  the  type 
and  degree  of  infestation  found.  Bed  bug  infestations  were  treated 
by  spraying  with  liquid  insecticides  containing  either  D.D.T.  or 
Gammexane.  Cockroach  infestations  were  treated  either  with  pou'der 
(Gammexane  Dust)  and/or  spraying  according  to  the  extent  of 
infestation. 
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Trouble  was  again  experienced  from  crickets.  The  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip,  during  the  long  dry,  hot  summer  was  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  with  these  insects,  but  regular  treatment  of  all 
working  faces  with  Gammexane  Dust  brought  the  infestation  under 
control.  The  kill,  especially  under  the  plates  on  top  of  the  Tip,  was 
very  satisfactory,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  infestation  was  com¬ 
pletely  cleared.  In  this  connection,  it  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly 
that  much  material  collected  as  domestic  refuse  cannot  but  encourage 
the  breeding  of  these  pests.  The  amount  of  garden  refuse,  hedge 
clippings  and  other  putrescrible  material  placed  in  dustbins  continues 
to  increase  at  a  rather  alarming  rate,  and  it  is  di  Mi  cult  to  understand 
why  householders  do  not  use  such  materials  for  composting  etc.  The 
immediate  result  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  heat  of  the  Tip,  and 
this,  together  with  the  abundant  supplies  of  food  provided  can  only 
increase  the  degree  of  infestation. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  density  of  the  refuse  being  collected,  and 
the  amount  of  grosser  materials  comprising  the  refuse  provide  ample 
cover  amongst  which  the  insects  live,  feed  and  breed.  At  the  same 
time,  it  was  found  that  surface  dressing  of  the  Tip  did  not  have  the 
required  kill  because  of  the  presence  of  such  gross  material.  It  was 
found,  however,  that  disturbance  of  the  face  of  the  Tip  to  a  depth  of 
three  or  four  inches  allowed  the  powder  to  come  into  contact  with  the 
insects  and  resulted  in  more  effective  treatment.  The  almost  complete 
lack  of  adequate  supplies  of  suitable  covering  material  is  a  severe 
handicap  in  keeping  the  temperature  of  the  Tip  down  to  such  a  point 
as  will  reduce  the  rate  of  breeding  of  the  insects. 

As  in  previous  years,  there  has  been  close  co-operation  with  the 
Council’s  Housing  Manager,  and  houses  suspected  of  being  verminous 
were  inspected  and  treated,  the  tenants  also  being  instructed  to  carry 
out  thorough  cleansing  of  their  homes.  Two  B.I.S.F.  (Permanent 
Pre-fabricated  Houses)  on  the  Pinfold  Housing  Scheme  were  found 
to  be  slightly  infested.  These  houses  were  sprayed  on  several  occasions 
and  the  infestation  cleared.  One  house  at  West  End  Crescent  which 
became  available  for  letting  following  the  death  of  the  tenant  was 
found  to  be  very  heavily  infested,  and  the  infestation  had  also  spread  to 
the  adjoining  house.  The  degree  of  infestation  was  more  than  could 
be  dealt  with  simply  by  spraying  and  these  two  houses  were  treated 
with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  by  the  Council’s  Contractors.  There  has 
been  no  evidence  of  re-infestation.  Council  Houses  found  to  be 
verminous  in  previous  years  have  also  been  kept  under  observation, 
and  in  no  instance  was  evidence  of  re-infestation  found.  It  is 
pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  the  cases  under  review,  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  general  cleanliness  and  condition  of  the  houses  can  be 
reported.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  each  case,  the 
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full  and  ready  co-operation  of  the  tenant  was  lorthcoming  which 
resulted  in  earlier  clearance  of  infestations  found. 

Applications  from  owners  of  private  properties  for  advice  and 
assistance  in  the  cleansing  of  premises  found  to  be  verminous  continued 
to  be  received  during  the  year.  In  several  instances  advice  was  sought 
where  premises  were  suspected  of  being  verminous.  The  results 
achieved,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  at  the  moment  were  encouraging 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  owners  of  private  property  continue  to 
seek  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Department  in  this  respect. 

The  number  of  cases  where  tenants  of  older  houses  came  for 
advice  and  assistance  increased  considerably  during  the  year,  and,  as 
in  previous  years,  several  such  tenants  asked  if  their  houses  could  be 
inspected  because  of  only  suspected  infestation.  There  appears  to  be 
a  general  increase  in  the  numbers  of  people  who  have  realised  that 
verminous  infestation  of  older  houses  is  to  be  expected  and  tolerated 
no  longer  obtains,  particularly  by  the  proper  use  of  the  insecticides 
which  are  now  available.  Nevertheless,  prejudice  takes  quite  a  lot  of 
breaking  down,  and  many  tenants  continue  to  be  extremely  diffident  in 
seeking  advice  and  assistance  and  continue  trying  to  tackle  this  problem 
with  only  very  limited  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  various  insects. 
This  can  only  result  in  continuing,  and  in  some  cases,  increasing  in¬ 
festations.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  why  some  people  link  a 
visit  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector  with  verminous  infestations. 

As  in  previous  years,  small  amounts  of  powder  were  supplied, 
free  of  cost,  to  occupiers  of  property  who  complained  of  crickets  or 
cockroaches,  and  instructions  issued  as  to  the  proper  use  of  this 
powder.  This  practice  continues  to  be  greatly  appreciated,  and  reports 
received  of  the  reduction,  and  in  some  cases  the  complete  eradication 
of  infestations  prove  it  to  be  well  worthwhile.  At  the  same  time,  it 
would  appear  that  some  householders  still  have  a  very  wrong  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  speed  with  which  these  insecticides  work  and  become 
despondent  when  infestations  take  some  little  time  to  clear. 

Where  infestations  were  particularly  persistent,  visits  were  paid 
and  advice  and  assistance  were  given  to  householders  to  cleanse  their 
houses.  The  widespread  cockroach  infestation  in  all  parts  of  the 
District  continues  and  new  evidences  of  this  are  received  almost  daily. 
I  am  convinced,  however,  that  prolonged  and  persistent  use  of 
recognised  insecticides  will  gradually  bring  the  trouble  under  control. 
To  do  this,  the  complete  and  whole-hearted  co-operation  of  tenants 
of  infested  properties  must  be  obtained,  otherwise,  re-infestation  of 
adjoining  houses  must  continue. 

So  far  as  verminous  Council  Houses  are  concerned,  it  can  only 
be  hoped  that  the  tenants  will  maintain  their  houses  in  a  cleanly 
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condition,  and,  after  treatment,  free  from  vermin,  in  order  that  they 
may  obtain  the  maximum  benefit  from  the  facilities  afforded  them. 

TRANSFER  OF  TENANTS  TO  NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  system  of  previous  years  whereby  the  houses  and  effects  of 
families  selected  as  tenants  for  new  Council  Houses  were  inspected 
for  the  presence  of  vermin  prior  to  their  removal  to  new  houses  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year,  and  this  system  was  extended  to  cover 
exchanges  from  privately  owned  houses  to  existing  Council  Houses. 

During  the  year,  31  houses  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  instructions.  In  only  two  cases  were  infestations  found  and 
the  effects  of  the  tenants  in  question  were  treated  by  the  Council’s 
Contractors.  In  these  cases  the  furniture  and  effects  were  treated  with 
liquid  HCN  in  specially  constructed  vans  prior  to  being  taken  into  the 
new  houses.  Arrangments  were  made  with  the  Barnsley  Corporation 
for  bedding  etc.,  to  be  treated  in  their  steam  disinfector. 

Tenants  moved  from  verminous  premises  have  been  visited  since 
removal,  and  in  no  case  was  evidence  of  verminous  infestation  found. 

It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  some  tenants  who  have  been 
granted  the  tenancy  of  new  Council  Houses  providing  every  modem 
convenience  do  not  maintain  their  houses  in  a  clean  condition,  and 
one  can  only  hope  that  after  having  been  instructed  to  cleanse  and 
re-decorate  their  houses,  they  will  maintain  them  in  a  good  and  clean 
condition. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  water  were  obtained  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  and  chemical  examination.  The  results  of  these  examinations 


are  given  below:  — 

Chemical  Test  (parts  per  100,000) 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.0 

Chloride  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.6 

Nitrite  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Nitrate  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  .06 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  .002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  .002 

Poisonous  Metals  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.8 

pH  .  7.6 


fhis  is  a  soft  water  of  good  organic  quality. 
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Bacteriological  Test. 

Number  of  organisms  per  i  c.c.  after  3  days 

at  20-22°C  .  10 

Number  of  organisms  per  1  c.c.  after  2  days 

at  37°C  .  1 

Bacillus  Coli-Aerogenes  per  100  c.c.s  less  than 
This  is  a  Class  1  water.  ...  ...  1 


(b)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Particulars  of  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  the 
District  at  the  end  of  1949  are  as  follows: — 


Type 

No. 

Water  Closets 

2277 

Privies 

59 

Chemical  Closets 

.  2 

During  the  year  four  additional  water  closets  were  p.ovided  for 
existing  properties  and  58  were  provided  for  new  houses  occupied 
during  the  year. 

One  privy  was  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  the 
year.  The  conversion  of  other  remaining  privies  is  a  matter  which 
will  receive  attention  in  the  near  future.  Jn  several  instances,  there 
is  just  a  possibility  that  draining  to  the  sewer  will  be  possible,  but  in 
other  cases,  until  such  time  as  further  sewers  are  laid,  conversion  to  the 
water  carriage  system  is  impossible.  Furthermore,  the  continuing 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials  together  with  the  necessity  of  all 
possible  building  labour  being  fully  utilised  in  the  provision  of  new 
houses,  result  in  this  matter  remaining  in  abeyance,  at  least  for  the 
present. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  whole  of  the  trough 
closets  at  the  Council  (J.B.).  (J.G.)  and  (I)  Schools  were  converted 
and  24  pedestal  wash-down  closets  were  installed. 

I  have  to  report,  also,  that  during  the  year,  unsatisfactory  female 
sanitary  accommodation  at  the  Ship  Hotel,  was  dispensed  with  and 
additional  much  more  satisfactory  accommodation  was  provided  inside 
the  building. 
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(c)  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  following  report  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  is  for  the 
Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1950. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  various  types  of  refuse  receptacles 


in  use  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  2138 

Dry  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Chemical  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2 


During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
four  middens  (which  had  continued  in  use  after  indoor  sanitary  ac¬ 
commodation  had  been  provided  in  eight  houses  some  years  ago)  and 
for  dustbins  to  be  supplied. 

The  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicle  continued  to 
give  good  service. 

Following  the  advent  of  the  44  hour  week  in  1948,  the  system 
put  into  operation  at  that  time  whereby  cleansing  of  privies  was  carried 
out,  under  contract,  by  one  of  the  local  farmers,  continued  throughout 
the  year  and  was  found  to  work  quite  satisfactorily.  Except  during 
the  Pit  Holiday  Week,  when  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff  were  also  on 
holiday,  a  regular  weekly  cleansing  of  the  District  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

The  Table  given  below  gives  the  number  of  refuse  receptacles 
emptied  together  with  loads  removed  during  the  year  and  their 
estimated  weight.  The  estimated  weight  is  based  on  test  weighings 
of  representative  loads  throughout  the  District. 


Receptacles 

No. 

Emptied 

No. 

of  Loads 

Estimated 

Weight 

Dustbins,  etc  . . 

114677 

1736 

T.  C.  Q. 
4687  4  0 

Privies 

415 

202 

202  0  0 

Trade  Refuse 

— 

156 

78  0  0 

Totals 

115092 

2094 

4967  4  0 
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The  labour  position  during  the  year  under  review  improved 
somewhat,  and  the  number  of  occasions  when  temporary  labour  had 
to  be  employed  was  automatically  reduced.  The  Public  Cleansing 
Service  extended  naturally  as  a  result  of  further  new  houses  being 
occupied,  but  in  spite  of  this,  regular  weekly  collection  of  both  house 
and  trade  refuse  was  able  to  be  maintained. 

Continuing  progress  in  the  erection  of  new  houses  resulted  in 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Cleansing  Staff,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  new  houses  occupied  were  semi-detached,  built  away  from  the 
road,  with  resulting  longer  “carries”  than  is  the  case  with  older 
properties  of  the  “terrace”  type  of  construction.  As  more  houses  are 
completed  and  occupied,  so  must  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Public 
Cleansing  Staff  progressively  increase,  and  it  becomes  ever  more 
important  for  Staff  vacancies,  as  and  when  they  occur,  to  be  filled 
with  young  men  of  good  physique.  It  would  appear  that,  speaking 
generally,  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  is  being  more  fully  recognised 
as  an  integral  part  of  environmental  hygiene  than  has  been  the  case  in 
the  past  and  that  men  engaged  on  this  work  are  carrying  out  an 
important  duty  in  the  interests  of  Public  Health. 


COSTING. 


House  and  Trade  Refuse 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wages 

1511 

4 

1 

313 

19 

10 

1825 

3 

11 

Petrol  &  Oil 

64 

19 

0 

64 

19 

0 

Spares,  repairs  etc. 

79 

6 

11 

12 

1 

9 

91 

8 

8 

Hired  Transport  . . 

66 

0 

0 

66 

0 

0 

Totals  —  Excluding  Gen¬ 
eral  Administrative 

Charges  and  Deprecia- 

tion 

1721 

10 

0 

326 

1 

7 

2047 

11 

7 

Cost  per  ton 

0 

6 

11 

0 

1 

4 

0 

8 

3 

General  Administrative 

Charges  &  Depreciation.  . 

267 

5 

10 

24 

18 

10 

292 

4 

8 

Total  Cost  Including  Gen¬ 
eral  Administrative  Char- 

ges  &  Depreciation 

1988 

15 

10 

351 

0 

5 

2339 

16 

3 

Cost  per  ton 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

9 

5 
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Estimated  Population 

(Mid-summer  1949 — Registrar  General’s  Figure)  ...  8,110 

No.  of  Houses  or  Premises  in  the  District  ...  ...  2.591 

Rateable  Value  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £27,804 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £104 

Total  Rates  in  the  £  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21/- 

T.  C.  Q. 

Total  Tonnage  Collected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4967  4  0 

Output  of  Refuse  per  1 ,000  population  per  annum  . . .  620  1 6  0 

Output  of  Refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  ...  1  14  0 

Average  length  of  haul  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  mile 


Based  on  the  estimated  weight,  the  weight  of  house  refuse 
collected  per  1,000  population  per  day  was  equal  to  33.4  cwts.  This 
figure  remains  at  about  the  same  level  as  for  the  year  1948/49,  in 
spite  of  the  increased  number  of  houses  from,  which  refuse  is  collected. 
This  is  due,  without  doubt,  to  some  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
home  coal.  Without  details  for  ’other  Districts  and  the  Country  as  a 
whole,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  figure  remains  high.  Without 
doubt  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  house¬ 
holders  are  in  receipt  of  home  coals  and  in  these  houses,  economy 
in  the  use  of  fuel  has  not  to  be  exercised  as  is  the  case  in  other 
house-holds  where  supplies  of  fuel  are  limited.  The  total  amount 
of  house  refuse  collected  still  continues  to  increase  which  is,  of  course, 
automatic  with  more  houses  being  occupied.  It  is  with  regret  that  I 
have  to  report  that  the  amount  of  combustible  material  remaining  in 
house  refuse  continues  at  a  high  level  and  much  valuable  material  is 
discarded  and  lost. 

A  further  application  was  received  during  the  year  from  a  resident 
of  the  District  for  permission  to  screen  cinders  from  the  Tip  for  use 
in  heating  his  greenhouse.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  continuing  per¬ 
mission  to  two  residents  remained  in  operation  granting  these  facilities. 
Such  screening  of  refuse  is  only  allowed  under  strict  conditions  and 
indiscriminate  screening  could  not  be  allowed  because  of  the  risk  of 
fire  in  the  Tip. 

During  the  year,  having  in  mind  the  quantity  of  refuse  to  be 
disposed  of  and  the  amount  of  available  tipping  space  remaining  on 
the  Tip  at  the  rear  of  Poplar  Terrace,  an  approach  was  made  to  the 
owner  of  land  adjoining  this  Tip  with  a  view  to  such  land  being 
purchased  for  an  extension  of  the  existing  Tip,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  negotiations  were  still  proceeding. 
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In  calculating  the  cost  per  ton,  no  allowance  is  made  for  income 
from  the  sale  of  various  classes  of  salvage.  Income  from  this  source 
during  the  year  amounted  only  to  £106  Os.  6d.  of  which  details  and 
further  information  is  given  in  that  portion  of  the  Report  dealing  with 
Salvage.  This  income  reduces  the  cost  per  ton  (collection  and 
disposal)  to  9s.,  a  reduction  of  5d.  per  ton. 

The  cost  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  expressed  as  cost  per 
ton  (collection  and  disposal)  shows  a  slight  decrease  during  the  year, 
9s.  5d.  for  the  year  1949/50  as  against  10s.  Id.  for  the  year  1948/49, 
and  this  in  spite  of  additional  Standing  Charges  and  a  full  year  at 
increased  rates  of  wages. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  costs  will  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  of  other  Districts  in  this  Area. 

SALVAGE. 

As  in  previous  years  the  collection  of  various  classes  of  Salvage 
continued  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

It  is  with  greatest  regret  that  I  have  to  report  a  very  considerable 
fall  in  the  income  from  this  source.  During  the  year,  the  income  from 
the  sale  of  all  classes  of  salvaged  materials  fell  to  a  figure  of 
£106  Os.  6d.  which  shows  a  great  reduction  from  the  income  for  the 
Financial  Year  1948/9  which  amounted  to  £400  11s.  lid.  This  is 
in  no  way  attributable  to  apathy  on  the  part  of  householders. 
Co-operation  from  this  source,  although  falling  off  somewhat,  remained 
at  a  reasonably  high  level,  but  following  the  collapse  of  the  waste 
paper  market  immediately  following  a  waste  paper  Salvage  Drive 
throughout  the  Country  householders,  quite  naturally,  felt  that  their 
efforts  in  this  direction  were  useless  and  supplies  of  this  class  of 
recoverable  material  fell  somewhat.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  there 
was  every  likelihood  of  the  market  re-opening,  and  collections  of  waste 
paper  were  continued.  Ou'ing  to  very  limited  storage  space,  however, 
it  became  necessary  to  store  supplies  of  baled  mixed  waste  paper 
outside.  The  damage  done  to  this  baled  paper  can  only  be  condemned 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  but,  although  the  matter  was  reported 
to  the  Police  and  authority  given  for  necessary  action  to  be  taken 
against  anyone  found  doing  damage,  the  exposed  position  of  the  Tip 
made  it  almost  impossible  for  the  culprits  to  be  caught.  Towards  the 
end  of  1949,  however,  a  market  was  found  for  the  disposal  of  waste 
paper,  but  at  a  very  much  reduced  price.  It  was  decided,  however, 
that  the  collection  and  separation  of  waste  paper  should  continue. 

There  was  also  a  fall  in  the  quantity  of  rags  etc.,  made  available 
for  collection.  This  class  of  Salvage  continued  to  realise  a  very  good 
price,  and,  had  the  really  considerable  quantities  of  best  household  rags 
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which  could  be  seen  almost  daily  being  taken  out  of  the  District  by 
itinerant  rag  collectors  been  made  available  to  this  Authority,  it  would 
have  resulted  in  a  very  much  higher  income  from  the  sale  of  Salvage. 

Kitchen  Waste  continued  throughout  the  year  to  be  collected  by 
pig  and  poultry  keepers  by  mutual  arrangement  with  householders,  and 
judging  by  the  standard  of  pigs  slaughtered  by  self  suppliers,  very 
considerable  quantities  of  this  material  must  have  been  collected  for 
stock  feeding.  In  this  connection,  every  credit  is  due  to  pig  and 
poultry  keepers  for  the  good  work  they  have  done  and  continue  to  do. 

The  weights  of  the  various  classes  of  Salvage  disposed  of  during 
the  year,  together  with  their  value,  are  shown  in  the  following  Table. 

SALVAGE  STATISTICS. 

Year  ended  31st  March,  1950. 


Material 

Weight 

Value 

T. 

C. 

Q- 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

19 

7 

l 

21 

57 

8 

1 

Increased  Output  Bonus 

2 

12 

5 

Rags,  rugs,  etc.  . . 

5 

1 

2 

1 

35 

19 

4 

Bones 

5 

0 

0 

1 

8 

9 

Ferrous  Metals  . . 

3 

8 

3 

0 

8 

11 

11 

28 

2 

2 

22 

£106 

0 

6 

NEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  year,  31  new  houses  were  occupied  of  which  24  were 
Council  Owned  Houses  and  7  were  provided  by  Private  Enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  District 
had  increased  to  2,300. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES  AFTER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

As  in  previous  years,  disinfection  was  carried  out  at  all  houses 
where  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  and  at  other  premises 
where  requests  were  received  for  disinfection.  In  this  latter  respect, 
more  requests  were  received  during  the  year  for  houses  to  be 
disinfected  where  infectious  cases  of  tuberculosis  had  stayed  or  after 
deaths  of  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  Requests  for  disinfection  of 
houses  after  deaths  from  Cancer  and  deaths  following  prolonged  ill¬ 
nesses  were  also  received.  Disinfection  in  such  instances  will  always 
be  carried  out  on  requests  being  received  from  householders. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

(1)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

The  following  Table  shows  particulars  of  Inspections  made  during 
the  year:  — 

Nature  of  Inspection  No.  of  Visits  Paid. 

Housing. 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  2121 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  381 

Miscellaneous  Housing  ...  ...  ...  212 

Works  in  Progress  ...  ...  ...  270 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  158 

Shops  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  27 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  4 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  43 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  15 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  Carts 
Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Samples — suspected  food  poisoning  ...  10 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  17 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  67 

Infectious  Disease. 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  ...  ...  56 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  49 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  79 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  82 
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Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ..  ...  1156 

Crickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  357 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  369 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Petrol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 


Total  Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  6548 


(2)  Complaints  Received. 

During  the  year  287  complaints  were  received,  details  of  which 


are  as  shown  below: — 

Nature  of  Complaint.  No.  Received. 

Defective  Eaves  Gutters  ...  ...  34 

Overcrowding  and  Bad  Housing  Conditions  21 
General  Dilapidations  ...  ...  ...  20 

Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  W.C.  Service  Pipes  ...  9 

Defective  Sink  Waste  Pipe  ...  ...  9 

Defective  W.C.  Cistern  ...  ...  7 

Choked  W.C.  Drain 

Defective  and  Smoky  Chimney  ...  6 

Defective  Range  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Windows  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sewage  in  cellar  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sewage  in  Shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sewage  in  House  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Stone  Sink  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Rain  Water  Pipe  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.  Seat  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.  Door  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.  Pedestal  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Ceiling  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Wall  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Oven  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Defective  Inspection  Chamber 
Water  in  Cellar 
Defective  Floor 
Dry  Rot 

Nuisance  from  Pigs 
Wood  Boring  Beetle 
Verminous  Premises — Bugs 


2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

44 

7 

2 

1 


Cockroaches 
Crickets 
Wood  Lice 
Ants 


287 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


During  the  year,  the  new  factory  of  Messrs.  Siddall  and  Hilton  in 
High  Street  began  production  and  premises  in  Station  Road  were 
found  to  be  in  use  as  factory  premises.  In  the  latter  instance,  no  notice 
of  intention  to  use  the  premises  as  a  factory  had  been  received,  and 
upon  investigation,  it  was  found  that  the  premises  were  grossly  over¬ 
crowded  on  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  It  was 
necessary,  therefore,  for  this  case  to  be  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  and  after  prolonged  negotiations,  alternative  and  more 
commodious  accommodation,  which  abated  the  overcrowding,  was 
found.  The  premises  of  Mr.  Harrison  on  Cross  Lane,  which  were 
found  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  a  factory  as  defined  by  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  were  also  found  to  be  overcrowded.  These 
premises  were  extended  and  modernised  and  the  overcrowding  abated. 

58  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  at  the  various 
premises  registered. 

No  complaint  of  uncleanliness  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  during  the  year,  but  one  case  which  was  found  during 
routine  inspection  and  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 

In  two  instances,  factory  premises  were  found  to  have  insufficient 
sanitary  conveniences,  one  case  being  referred  to  this  Council  by  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  one  case  was  also  referred  by  H.M.  Inspec¬ 
tor  of  Factories,  where  sanitary  conveniences  were  not  separate 
for  the  sexes.  Separate  sanitary  accommodation  was  able  to  be 
obtained  following  informal  action. 

The  Empire  Factory  of  Messrs.  A.  Valentine  Stubbs  Ltd.,  was 
extended  during  the  year. 

No  notifications  under  the  provisions  of  Sections  110  and  111  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1937  (Outworkers)  were  received  during  the  year. 
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The  following  Tables  are  extracts  from  the  form  of  return 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service:  — 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  :  — 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

11 

58 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

11 

58 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  Ventila- 
(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separated 
for  sexes  . . 

1 

i 

1 

Other  offences  against 
Act .  . 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

Total 

6 

6 

1 

2 

- 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  nuisance  from  Smoke  was  noted  within  the  District  during 
the  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938. 

No  additional  premises  were  registered  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  14(2)  of  the  above  mentioned  Act  during  the  year,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  16  premises  remained  on  the  Register. 

The  various  registered  premises  were  inspected  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  1949.  541  houses  were  inspected  for  housing 
defects  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  2,022  visits  being 
made  for  the  purpose. 

Rather  more  works  of  repair  and  re-conditioning  of  existing 
properties  were  able  to  be  carried  out  during  the  year,  although  the 
continuing  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials  did  not  allow  of 
extensive  housing  repairs  to  be  carried  out.  It  was  of  interest  to 
note  that  various  properties  in  different  parts  of  the  District  were 
painted  during  the  year,  and  the  improvement  in  the  appearance  of 
these  properties  was  most  noticeable,  particularly  having  in  mind  that 
in  smoke-laden  atmospheres  which  mining  areas  always  have,  even 
new  properties  quickly  lose  their  clean,  new  appearance. 

Much  deterioration  of  property,  and  particularly  of  woodwork, 
would  be  checked  very  considerably  by  regular  painting,  which  would 
not  only  help  to  preserve  the  woodwork  itself,  but  would  prevent 
warping  and  rotting  by  the  woodwork  being  exposed  to  the  weather. 

The  vexed  question  of  rents  of  private  properties  remaining  at 
their  pre-war  level  has  a  very  retarding  effect  on  the  question  of  repairs 
to  property,  having  in  mind  that  both  labour  and  materials  are  very 
much  more  expensive  than  was  the  case  just  prior  to  the  recent  War. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  continuing  need  of  Contractors  requiring 
licences  to  obtain  various  materials  with  which  to  carry  out  works  of 
repair  and  replacement  resulted  in  information  relative  to  works  of 
repair  and  re-conditioning,  other  than  by  notices  served  by  this 
Department,  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  much  more  than 
would  have  been  the  case  under  more  normal  circumstances. 

It  was  noticed  during  the  year  that  possible  evidence  of  damage 
to  structures  as  a  result  of  colliery  subsidence  was  becoming  apparent. 
Such  structures  are  being  kept  under  observation. 
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During  the  year  several  instances  of  dry  rot  were  found  and  in 
almost  every  case  it  was  found  that  there  was  inadequate  sub-floor 
ventilation.  There  were  also  several  instances  of  considerable 
infestations  of  wood  boring  beetles.  Affected  timbers  were  removed 
and  destroyed  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  no  evidence  was  forthcoming 
of  extension  of  the  trouble. 

The  completion  of  further  new'  Council  Houses  resulted  in  still 
more  complaints  being  received  of  overcrowding  and/or  bad  housing 
or  sleeping  conditions.  21  Such  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year,  which  number  was  rather  less  than  in  1948  when  36  such  com¬ 
plaints  were  received.  These  complaints  were  investigated  and  further 
distressing  conditions  were  found.  Although  conclusive  proof  that 
conditions  of  overcrowding  were  created  in  the  hope  that  the  tenancy 
of  a  new  Council  House  might  be  obtained,  one  cannot  help 
but  wonder  whether  rumours  to  this  effect,  are,  in  fact,  true. 
It  would  appear  that  the  number  of  houses  where  two,  and  in  some 
cases  more  than  two.  families  live  is  increasing  each  year,  and  the 
records  of  the  Overcrowding  Survey  taken  in  1935  are  now  hopelessly 
out  of  date.  It  might  be  contended  that  a  new  Overcrowding  Survey 
would  bring  records  and  information  up-to-date,  but  with  a  constantly 
changing  population  and  movements  of  families  both  into  and  out  of 
the  District  could  only  result,  at  a  very  early  date,  in  such  information 
being  again  inaccurate.  The  results  of  the  cessation  of  buildings 
operations  brought  about  by  the  recent  War  become  ever  more 
apparent,  and  although  quite  a  number  of  houses  have  been  provided 
and  occupied  since  the  end  of  the  War,  there  is,  as  yet,  no  apparent 
diminution  of  cases  of  overcrowding  or  the  joint  use  of  houses  by  more 
than  one  family.  The  need  for  small  type  houses  for  newly-married 
couples,  especially  following  the  birth  of  children,  becomes  an  ever 
more  pressing  need. 

Moral  overcrowding  continues  to  be  a  very  grave  social  problem, 
and  the  imperative  need  for  adequate  separate  sleeping  accommodation 
for  growing  children  of  opposite  sexes  is  a  matter  of  prime  importance. 
Whilst  it  could  be  suggested  that  amendment  of  the  standards  laid 
down  by  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is  required,  the  adoption  of  a  bedroom 
standard  would,  at  least  so  far  as  this  District  is  concerned,  probably 
result  in  the  number  of  cases  of  legal  overcrowding  increasing  very 
considerably.  The  vast  majority  of  older  houses  in  the  District  provide 
only  scullery  and  living  room  on  the  ground  floor  with  two  bedrooms  on 
the  first  floor.  With  mixed  families,  adequate  separation  of  the  sexes 
is  neither  readily  nor  easily  practicable,  and,  with  the  majority  of  the 
available  male  labour  employed  in  or  about  the  collieries  and  working 
on  the  “  shift  ”  system,  erection  of  beds  in  ground  floor  rooms  offers  no 
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practical  solution  to  the  difficulty.  The  position  is  aggravated  further 
by  the  fact  that  domestic  washing  and  cooking  has  to  be  carried  out  in 
the  living  room,  alternative  facilities  not  being  available. 

The  question  of  unfit  houses  assumes  greater  magnitude  with  the 
passage  of  time.  More  houses  are  reaching  the  stage  where,  had 
circumstances  been  normal,  they  would  have  been  dealt  with  formally 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  with  a  view  to  their  being 
completely  re-conditioned  or  alternatively  demolished.  This  position 
can  only  become  progressively  worse,  but,  unless  they  become  so  struc¬ 
turally  defective  as  to  become  dangerous,  I  am  unable  to  foresee  any 
possibility  of  formal  action  being  taken  against  them  for  some  time 
to  come.  Whilst  they  cannot  be  regarded  in  any  way  as  being  good 
houses,  they  do  at  least  provide  units  of  housing  accommodation,  and, 
until  such  time  as  the  present  extremely  difficult  housing  position  is 
relieved,  it  would  be  bad  practice  to  take  away  even  such  accommoda¬ 
tion.  It  is  natural  and  reasonable  that  owners  of  such  properties  will 
not  expend  very  considerable  amounts  of  money  on  them  when  their 
remaining  life  can  be  only  for  a  very  limited  time.  Furthermore,  other 
than  keeping  the  houses  reasonably  weatherproof,  works  of  repair  or 
re-conditioning  would  prove  very  expensive  and  the  condition  of  the 
houses  would  not  justify  such  expense.  The  condition  of  the  houses 
can  only  become  progressively  worse,  and  minor  repairs  would  prove 
totally  inadequate  to  bring  such  houses  to  an  even  reasonable  state  of 
repair.  The  position  is  further  worsened  by  the  economic  factor  as 
reflected  in  the  rent  paid  for  them.  Whether  amendment  of  the  law 
governing  increases  in  rent  would  improve  the  position  at  all  can,  at  the 
moment,  only  be  a  matter  for  conjecture. 

The  smaller  numbers  comprising  a  family  unit,  taken  as  an 
average,  continues  to  be  a  governing  factor  and  calls  for  the  provision 
of  considerably  more  houses  if  each  family  is  to  have  its  own  house. 
The  need  for  continuing  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  Housing 
Programme  for  some  considerable  time  to  come  remains,  therefore,  as 
a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  and,  only  when  present  shortages 
have  been  overcome  can  the  question  of  the  demolition  of  unfit  and 
insanitary  houses  again  be  undertaken. 

The  continuing  shortages  of  building  labour  and  materials  present 
a  serious  handicap  to  owners  wishing  to  bring  their  properties  up  to 
standard,  but  it  becomes  more  apparent  that  many  owners  wish  to  do 
so. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

This  matter  has  received  rather  more  attention  during  the  year 
under  review  than  had  been  found  to  be  possible  in  previous  years. 
Even  so,  much  work  in  this  respect  remains  for  the  future. 
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During  the  year,  notification  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was 
received,  but  investigations  brought  no  conclusive  evidence.  It  was 
found  that  two  members  of  one  family  after  consuming  ice  cream  some 
considerable  distance  away  from  the  District  suffered  ill  efifets,  but 
necessary  samples  were  not  able  to  be  obtained  for  examination. 

A  rather  disturbing  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  and  sickness  occurred 
amongst  children  attending  the  Council  Junior  Boys’,  Junior  Girls’ 
and  Infants’  Schools,  and  on  account  of  the  numbers  of  children  away 
from  school  investigation  were  carried  out  to  ascertain  whether  the 
outbreak  could  be  attributable  to  any  ingredients  of  school  dinners 
taken  at  school  the  previous  day.  Four  complete  sample  dinners 
together  with  a  sample  of  gravy  and  four  samples  of  water  were 
obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield 
for  examination.  Two  samples  of  faeces  were  also  obtained  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination.  Negative  results  were  obtained  in  all  cases, 
and  there  was,  therefore,  no  evidence  to  support  any  suggestion  that 
the  outbreak  might  be  caused  by  food  poisoning. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  cooking  arrangements  in  the  school 
kitchen  were  made  over  an  extended  period,  but  except  for  nuisance 
from  smoke  from  the  ovens,  nothing  was  found  to  which  exception 
could  be  taken.  This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  County  Education 
Authority  and  the  ovens  were  replaced. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1949. 

These  regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  ist  October,  1949. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  two  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  in  the  District  had  been  granted. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND 

STERILISED)  MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

These  Regulations  also  came  into  force  on  the  ist  October,  1949. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  following  Supplementary  Licences 
had  been  granted  under  the  Regulations. 

Milk  to  be  sold  under  the  Special  Designation 

“Sterilised”  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  to  be  sold  under  the  Special  Designation 

“  Pasteurised  ”  ...  ...  ...  3 

ICE  CREAM. 

All  premises  in  the  District  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  preparation,  storage  or  sale  of  ice 
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cream  were  kept  under  regular  supervision  during  the  year.  43  visits 
being  made  for  the  purpose. 

The  plant  of  Messrs.  J.  E.  Jones  and  Son,  Summer  Lane,  Royston, 
to  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947, 
was  finally  installed  and  put  into  operation. 

During  the  year,  three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  Two  of  the  samples  were  given  the  Provisional 
Grade  1  whilst  the  other  sample  was  classified  as  Provisional  Grade  II. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  still  no  legal  “standard”  for 
ice  cream,  and  the  lack  of  any  such  “  standard  ”  makes  the  real  control 
of  this  product  difficult.  No  doubt  the  continuing  shortage  of  some 
ingredients  makes  it  difficult  to  fix  a  “standard”  at  the  present  time. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

As  in  previous  years,  meat  for  sale  in  the  various  butchers’  shops 
in  the  District  was  slaughtered  at  the  Barnsley  Abattoir  and  then 
delivered  to  retail  shops  by  motor  vehicle. 

During  the  year,  there  was  an  effort  made  to  improve  the  condi¬ 
tions  under  which  such  meat  was  delivered,  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  information  was  received  to  the  effect  that  motor  vehicles 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  butchers’  meat  were  to  be  fitted  with 
insulated,  readily  cleansed  metal  bodies,  fitted  with  rails  from  which 
quarters  of  beef  would  be  suspended.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  found 
possible  for  the  necessary  conversion  to  be  carried  out  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  After  such  conversion,  the  danger  of  contamination  of  meat 
during  distribution  should  be  considerably  minimised. 

On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  for  meat  to  be  returned  to 
the  distributors  in  Barnsley. 

As  in  previous  years  a  considerable  number  of  pigs  were 
slaughtered  by  householders  for  home  consumption.  The  arrange¬ 
ments  of  previous  years  whereby  circular  letters  were  sent  out  by  the 
Local  Food  Executive  Officer  with  licences  to  slaughter,  with  a  view 
to  all  pigs  slaughtered  being  inspected,  continued  during  the  year.  The 
premises  recognised  for  the  dressing  of  pigs  during  1948  continued  to 
be  recognised  for  this  purpose,  and  most  of  the  pigs  slaughtered  were 
dressed  in  these  premises.  In  most  instances  notification  of  the  date 
and  time  of  slaughter  were  received  and  the  carcases  of  the  pigs 
slaughtered  were  inspected.  A  total  of  153  normal  licences  to  slaughter 
together  with  2  Emergency  Slaughter  Licences  were  issued  by  the  Local 
Food  Office  during  the  year.  Of  a  total  number  of  162  pigs  inspected. 
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149  pigs  reared  in  the  District  and  slaughtered  under  normal  procedure 
together  with  two  Emergency  Licence  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the 
District,  and  6  normal  licence  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  premises  in 
other  Districts.  In  only  1 1  instances  where  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Local  Food  Ollice  were  the  carcases  of  the  pigs  slaughtered  not 
inspected. 

The  standard  of  pigs  slaughtered  continued  to  maintain  the  high 
standard  attained  in  previous  years.  The  continuing  shortage  of 
feeding  stuffs  must  make  it  difficult  for  pig  keepers  to  feed  their  stock 
and  the  standard  attained  can  only  reflect  the  greatest  of  credit  on 
owners  who  must  have  gone  to  very  considerable  trouble  to  collect 
scraps  from  neighbours  with  which  to  supplement  the  ration  of  meal 
allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  pig  keepers.  Concentrated 
kitchen  waste  was  also  used  during  the  year  for  pig  feeding. 
Unfortunately,  it  would  appear  that  no  records  have  been  kept  giving 
even  an  estimate  of  the  weight  of  kitchen  waste  collected  by  pig 
keepers  from  householders,  but,  judging  by  the  weight  and  condition  of 
carcases  inspected,  the  amount  collected  can  only  have  been  quite 
considerable. 

The  amount  of  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  found  was  very 
small,  and  gives  cause  for  no  alarm.  The  carcases  of  the  two  pigs 
emergency  slaughtered  were  sent  to  the  Meat  Pool  at  the  Barnsley 
Abattoir.  In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  destroy  a  complete 
carcase.  In  every  instance  where  unsound  conditions  were  found,  the 
unsound  portion  was  surrendered  by  the  owner  and  disposed  of  under 
the  supervision  of  this  Department.  Generally  speaking,  owners  of 
pigs  were  anxious  to  have  their  pigs  inspected  after  slaughter  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  eating  diseased  or  unsound  meat.  This  state  of 
affairs  continues  to  be  most  gratifying. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  diseased  conditions  found:  — 

Tuberculosis: — 


Pig  heads  ... 
Pig  mesenteries 
Pig  plucks 


6 


2 


I 


Cirrhosis: — 


Pig  livers  ... 


I 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

173 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

162 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

0.61  % 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

_ 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

n.  no 

D.  !  /o 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Details  of  other  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unsound  and  which  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  are  given  below  :  — 


voluntarily  surrendered  are  given  below  :  — 

Tinned  Foodstuffs.  No.  of  Tins. 

Milk  (Condensed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Milk  (Unsweetened)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Marrinated  Mussels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Crawfish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Beans  in  Tomato  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tomato  Juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rhubarb  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Beef  Loaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grapes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Herrings  .  1 
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Cherries 
Grapefruit 
Barracuta 
Danish  Pork 
Prunes 


Coffee 

Gravy  Browning 
Tomatoes 
Tomato  Sauce 


Pickles 

Raspberry  Jam 


Other  Foods. 
Dates 

Beef  Sausage 

Brawn 

Aislet 

Bacon  and  Ham 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

78 

No.  of  Bottles. 

3 

6 

6 

1 

16 

No.  of  Jars. 

12 

2 

14 


56  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
12  lbs. 
4!  lbs. 
i6-£  lbs. 


103^  lbs. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

During  the  year,  the  Council’s  scheme  for  the  systematic  survey 
of  the  District  for  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice,  and  the  treatment  of 
infestations  found  was  continued. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  following  a 
10  per  cent,  test  of  sewer  manholes.  Except  in  very  few  instances,  no 
“  takes  ”  were  recorded,  and  it  would  appear  that  regular  treatment  of 
the  sewers  has  resulted  in  the  rat  population  being  kept  under  control. 
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The  persistent  takes  in  the  Pinfold  Lane  area  decreased  during  the  year, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  no  further  takes  were  recorded.  It  would 
appear,  therefore,  that  with  the  majority  of  building  on  this  site 
approaching  completion,  trouble  from  rats  has  declined. 

Further  complaints  of  persistent  mouse  infestation  were  received 
both  from  the  Junior  Schools  and  the  Modem  School  Canteen. 
Prolonged  and  extensive  treatments  were  given  to  both  sets  of  premises 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  trouble  appeared  to  have  been  brought 
under  control. 

Follow-up  treatments  were  given  at  the  Refuse  Tip,  Salvage  Shed 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Pooles  Lane.  The  kill  in  each  instance 
was  very  satisfactory  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  little  or  no  residual 
infestations  appeared  to  be  present. 

Private  Properties  continued  during  the  year  to  be  treated  under 
“  Block  Control  ”  methods  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  Special  Scheme.  As  in  previous  years,  complaints  of  rat 
infestation  were  not  made,  in  some  cases,  until  the  rats  were  well 
established  and  longer  treatments  were  found  to  be  necessary  before 
clearance  was  effected. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  public  urinals  in  the  District  were  a 
constant  source  of  trouble,  simply  by  reason  of  their  being 
persistently  and  badly  misused.  The  urinals  on  Cross  Lane  and 
Midland  Road  seemed  to  receive  the  worst  treatment,  and,  in  addition 
to  being  used  for  purposes  other  than  that  for  which  they  were 
provided,  considerable  damage  was  done  to  fittings  in  the  Cross  Lane 
Urinal.  Both  conveniences  were  found,  on  numerous  occasions,  to 
be  in  a  filthy  and  disgusting  condition.  The  same  amount  of  mis-usc 
was  not  apparent  in  the  urinal  at  The  Wells  although,  from  time  to 
time,  similar  conditions  were  found  at  this  convenience. 

Plans  for  new  conveniences,  for  both  sexes  were  prepared  and 
discussed  with  the  Area  Planning  Officer  and  some  modification  of  the 
plans  was  thought  to  be  necessary.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  press  this  matter  forward  in  the  new  year. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  having  in  mind  the  manner  in  which 
available  accommodation  is  mis-used,  one  cannot  but  wonder  what 
treatment  modern  up-to-date  conveniences  would  receive,  and  the  high 
cost  of  present  day  building  could  only  result  in  such  a  building  being 
provided  at  very  considerable  cost. 
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At  the  same  time,  of  course,  it  cannot  be  overlooked  that,  except 
in  the  Welfare  Park  and  at  Licensed  Premises,  no  public  female 
sanitary  accommodation  is  available  in  the  District. 

MORTUARY. 

No  works  were  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  Mortuary  Building 
during  the  year. 


CONCLUSION. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the 
Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
my  appreciation  of  their  continued  support  and  unfailing  encourage¬ 
ment  during  the  year.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  his  continued  support. 

I  am  glad,  also,  of  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  my  fellow  officials  for  the  support  and  help  which  I 
have  at  all  times  received  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I  am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  E.  MILLAR, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 

AUGUST,  1950. 
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